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Into the Wild Discussion Meeting, 21-22nd May 2026, University of Glasgow 

Venue: Clarice Pears Building, Rms 103A & 103B, University of Glasgow 

This is intended to be an inclusive practice discussion meeting; we ask participants to consider 
inclusivity and diverse needs of colleagues, including those who may contribute to discussions in a 
range of different ways. Some colleagues may need to take additional breaks and there may be a 
need to re-cap and summarise conversations. Colleagues who would prefer to pre-record 
presentations in advance of the meeting should contact the organisers who would be happy to 
arrange this. Colleagues who have any access needs please contact the organisers to discuss any 
specific needs. Please keep your papers to 12- 13 minutes overall. There won’t be time for questions, 
but these can be raised using an online tool. 

Programme 

Thursday 21st May 2026 

9:00 Introduction to the Into the Wild project (Nicki Whitehouse, Hannah Fluck, Kim Ward) 

Theme: Broad perspectives (Chair: Nicki Whitehouse) 

9:15 Alejo Ordonez, University of Aarhus, Denmark: Historic Environments in the IPBES Nature 
Futures Framework: Data-Driven Pathways to Ecological Novelty 

9:30 Anwen Cooper, University of Oxford and Oxford Archaeology: Archaeology and Wilding: 
Exploring archaeology’s role in nature recovery 

9:45 Peter Rowley Conwy, University of Durham: Dewilding rewilding: a view from environmental 
archaeology (remote) 

10:00 Ian Marsham, Natural England: Building Partnerships for Nature’s Recovery – How Heritage 
Can Help 

10:15 Richard Wheeldon, NT: Farming for Nature (remote) 

10:30 Erika Diaz Peterson (Historic England): Nature recovery and the historic environment – an 
overview of Historic England’s current work 

10:45 Hannah Fluck, National Trust: Heritage Impact and opportunity Scoping Assessment: A new 
practical framework for archaeology to contribute to landscape scale nature recovery 

11:00 Kim Ward, University of Plymouth: Constructing the Wild: Competing Visions and Politics of 
Rewilding 

11:15-11:25 Discussion 

11:25-11:40 Tea and coffee 

11:40-12:40 Round Table 1: challenges and opportunities.  

In person chairs: Nicki Whitehouse, Kim Ward, Hannah Fluck, Claire Boardman; Michael Stratigos; 
Alejo Ordonez. Online chairs: Terry O’Connor and Lizzie Robertson 

12:40-1:20 Lunch break (provided) 

Theme: From broad themes to detail: technical deep dive & tool-boxes (Chair: Alejo Ordonez) 

1:20 Matthew Adeleye, University of Cambridge: Using palaeoecology to guide conservation 
planning in the English Channel (remote) 
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1:35 Chris Harrod, University of Glasgow: Reconstructing (pre)historical ecological and 
environmental baselines using stable isotope analysis 

1.50 R.J. Dik, Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden University: Towards a parameterization of past 
animal densities in the Netherlands 

2.05 Austine Iyalekhue Otabor, Teesside University: From values to indicators: a Nature Futures–
guided intersect approach for monitoring rewilding 

2.20 Jonathan Gordon, Leverhulme Centre for Anthropocene Biodiversity, University of York: Black 
Death Land Abandonment Drove European Diversity Losses 

2:35 Gemma Smith, University of Glasgow: Gaelic place-names and the hidden map of the 
ecological past 

2.50 Sarah Main, University of Amsterdam: Paleoecology as a Tool for Ecological Restoration: A 
Synthesis of Recent Applications 

3:05-3:15 Discussion 

3:15-3:30 Tea and Coffee 

Theme: Places and landscapes (Chair: Hannah Fluck) 

3.30 Michael Stratigos, University of Aberdeen: Looking 70 years into the future: a case study of 
rewilding and the historic environment from Aberdeenshire Scottish Highlands 

3.45 Derek Alexander, NTS: Wild Mountain Time: understanding Scotland's landscape history 

4:00 David Bennett, Drumadoon Estate: Re-wilding Dramadoon 

4:15 Linde De Vroey, University of Antwerp & Ceit Langhorne, University of the Highlands and 
Islands: Uncovering the Otherworld: a framework for biocultural rewilding in the Scottish 
Highlands 

4:30 Marguerite Waechter-Eliez, University of Oxford: A combined palaeoecological and 
archaeological approach: understanding long-term landscape dynamics and human impact 
through time at Hepple Wilds (Northumberland, UK). 

4.45 Rachel Ballantyne, University of Cambridge: Fenscapes and the elusive Wild 

5:00 Martin Gillard Dartmoor National Park Authority & South West Peatland Partnership: 
Peatland restoration and the historic environment: reflections from the South West Peatland 
Partnership 

5:15 Claire Boardman, Univ of York: Genius Loci: The Urban Heritage in Urban Rewilding 

5:30 Discussion and wrap up  

Friday 22nd May 2026 

9.00am Introduction and scene for the day (Nicki Whitehouse, Hannah Fluck and Kim Ward) 

9:15-10:30 Round Table 2: From Research to Practice  

In person chairs: Nicki Whitehouse, Kim Ward, Claire Boardman; Michael Stratigos; Alejo Ordonez 

Online chairs: Terry O’Connor, Hannah Fluck and Lizzie Robertson 

10:30-10:50 Tea and Coffee 
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Theme: People and communities (Chair: Anwen Cooper) 

10:50 Flurina Wartmann, University of Aberdeen:  Representing Nature Across Time: From Bronze 
Age Landscapes to AI-Generated Rewilding Futures 

11:05 Reed Goodman, Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science, Clemson University: 
Designing Wetness: Hydroperiod Heritage as a Nature-Based Solution in South Carolina’s Historic 
Rice Kingdom (remote) 

11:20 Deborah Davy, EponaX and University of Glasgow: Epona's foals - linking rewilding, 
conservation and cultural heritage 

11:35 Anna McGregor, University of Glasgow: Project Eisirean: A culturally-embedded framework 
approach towards restoration of native oysters in the west coast of Scotland for natural, cultural 
and economic benefits  

11:50 Eline van Asperen, Newcastle University:  Co-production of palaeoecological research for 
nature conservation: case studies from the North Pennines and Lake District, UK (remote) 

12:05 Sophie Ramsay, Bamff Wildland: The Past was Wilder: navigating value pluralities in 
rewilding landscapes in theory and in practice; and the nature in culture. 

12:20 Janine Young, National Trust and Fearn Heritage and Archaeology Heritage: Reflections on 
recent experiences working as a heritage consultant on nature recovery projects 
12:35 Rosie Smart-Knight, Wild Card: Finding Common Ground: the importance of heritage sites in 
grassroots mobilisation 
12:50-1:00 Discussion  

1:00-1:50 Lunch  

1:50-2:50 Round Table 3: co-design for nature recovery 

In person chairs: Nicki Whitehouse, Kim Ward, Claire Boardman; Michael Stratigos; Alejo Ordonez 

Online chairs: Terry O’Connor, Hannah Fluck and Lizzie Robertson 

3:00-3:20 Tea & Coffee 

3:20-4:20 Plenary discussion (Chair: Nicki Whitehouse; Anwen Cooper, Univ of Oxford & Oxford 
Archaeology; Rosie Smart-Knight, Wildcard; Derek Alexander, NTS; Alejo Ordonez, Univ of Aarhus; 
Dan Bass, Credit Nature, Ben Thomas, HES) 

4:30 Closing remarks and next plans 

4:45 Close 

 


